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October 5, 2001

For Immediate Release:
ROBERTS. HANKS TO BE INDUCTED INTO EIU JOURNALISM HALL OF FAME
CHARLESTON --The first two inductees of Eastern Illinois University's
Journalism Hall of Fame will be honored at 4 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11 , in the Faculty
Lounge on the second floor of Eastern's Buzzard Hall. The public is invited.
Jim Roberts of Fairbury, a 1946 graduate, and Jim Hanks of Lafayette, Ind., a
1947 graduate, will discuss and answer questions on how their student publications
experience prepared them for their careers. The unveiling of their names on a plaque
honoring them and future Hall of Fame inductees will follow a 5 p.m. reception.
Whi le at Eastern, Roberts and Hanks each served as editors of The Eastern
News. Since the university did not have a journalism major at the time, Roberts
majored in speech communication and English while Hanks earned his degree in social
science with minors in English and business.
In March 1963, Roberts purchased the Blade in Fairbury. The Livingston County
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newspaper would later become the flagship paper of Cornbelt Press Inc., a group of 12
weekly newspapers Roberts owned in Central Illinois. The group was a leader in the
switch from letterpress to offset printing.
Roberts is a past president of the Illinois Press Association, the National
Newspaper Association and the EIU Foundation. In 1979-80, he taught in Eastern's
journalism department.
Hanks was a teacher and principal at several high schools in Illinois for five years
before becoming an agent with State Farm Insurance Co. in Jackson, Miss., in 1952.
He rose to vice president of State Farm with responsibility for the state of Indiana
before retiring in 1988.
During EIU's Centennial celebration in 1995, Hanks was named one of the 100
people who had most distinguished the university during its first 100 years.
"Both Roberts and Hanks have been generous in giving their time and energy to
Eastern Illinois University and the journalism department, journalism Chair Les Hyder
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said. "Each willingly shared his abundance of knowledge, experience and perceptions
with our students and faculty.
Throughout their careers and their involvement in the community, they have proven to
be worthy role models for the next generation of journalism alumni.
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For more information on the EIU Journalism Hall of Fame ceremony, contact
Hyder at 581-6003.
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